[image: image1.png]a whole host of concealed hazards including what appears to be
fungal infestations causing wood decay at stair stringers and
corroding metal hardware supporting the stair stringers. Add to
the likely decay of stair landing structures (resulting from the
same likely sources of water intrusion) and we feel there is the
potential for disaster.

In our opinion, these two publicly assisted housing projects are
a hazardous ticking time bomb. We are not assessing blame. It is
the responsibility of the entire construction team to ensure hazards
such as these are not created during construction.

This is yet another classic example in our industry of the need
for TRAINED CRAFTSMEN, QUALIFIED SUPERVISION &
THOROUGH INSPECTIONS.

Please consider this letter a formal complaint to your agency
and a request for investigation. If your agency requires further
information, please do not hesitate to contact us at (408) 445-3000

Sincerely,

Ken Peacock
Carpenters Union

Cc:

City of San Jose

Council Member

Ms. Cindy Chavez

801 North First Street, Room 600
San Jose, CA. 95110

City of San Jose

Council Member

Ms. Nora Campos

801 North First Street, Room 600
San Jose, CA. 95110
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September 25, 2003

City of San Jose

Department of Planning, Building & Code Enforcement
Mr. Mike Hannon, Deputy Director

777 N. First Street

San Jose, CA. 95112

Dear Mr. Hannon:

We are writing to you asking for your assistance investigating
conditions at the Villa Savannah and Stonegate Apartment complexes.
These affordable multi-family developments are located at 4401 &
4501 Renaissance Drive, San Jose. Our organization takes great pride
in upholding quality standards within the construction industry,
especially when we feel the safety of citizens in our communities is in
serious risk. We do not know whether your agency currently has the
following issues under investigation and we apologize if this letter
causes any duplicates issues already being dealt with by your
department. We are not degreed Structural Engineers or certified
ICBO Inspectors. The safety concerns raised in this letter are based on
opinion, common sense and construction experience.

These two multi-family projects are in the inventory of the San
Jose Department of Housing Assisted Projects. They provide 52 very
low income and 208 low-income rental units combined. These
developments were built by Daniel Silverie 111, Inc. (DSIII) and were
only completed in 1998. We have questioned the construction
practices of DSIII at other sites on numerous occasions. We have
worked with other governmental agencies to ensure the future tenants
of these developments are not put in danger.





[image: image3.png]The following pictures were taken on 9/25/03. Many more are
available upon request.

Hazards: There appear to be no less than 27 affected stair/landing
assemblies. Rot, corrosion and what appears to be wood eating fungus
are clearly present.

1.

Pictures#1-#4 highlight the conditions of the supporting beams
at the stairs. It appears water is being introduced to the wood
framing under the stucco finish. It also appears there have been
no deconstructive investigation checking the structural integrity
of these assemblies. Instead, the maintenance staff is patching
the cracks, not only sealing existing moisture within but also
(perhaps unknowingly) concealing possible hidden structural
issues (some patches have been painted over).

Pictures #5 & #6 are conditions at landings. Picture #5 shows
the top of a landing where cracks are forming in the membrane
and again the maintenance staff appears to be patching, a very
temporary and completely inadequate response. Picture #6 is
the apparent damage on the bottom side of the landings
showing where water has accumulated and is likely causing
decay. There are numerous situations where it appears light
fixtures have accumulated water. In some cases the fixtures
have been removed and rusting junction boxes are visible.

. Picture #7: Please note that the stair stringers that were installed

are apparently untreated Douglas Fir and were not properly
primed before painting. In most cases, the paint is peeling off
and leaving the structural members exposed to the elements.
Serious checking is occurring on these elements throughout the
site.

. Pictures #8 & #9 and many others, show extensive corrosion

on/in the hardware supporting these structural members.
Additionally, it is clear that the framing hardware is attached
under the finish with stucco applied around the structural
component. This is likely a serious point of water intrusion with
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Department of Housing

Mr. Curtis R. Susuki

4 North Second Street, Suite 1350
San Jose, CA. 95113

City of San Jose

Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
Mr. Stephen Haase

801 North First Street, Room 400

San Jose, CA. 95110

Simpson Housing Solutions
Mr. Craig M. Farmer

320 Golden Shore, Suite 200
Long Beach, CA. 90802

Simpson Housing Solutions
Mr. Mohannad H. Mohanna
320 Golden Shore, Suite 200
Long Beach, CA. 90802

K & B Homes

Mr. Paul Medeiros

6700 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 200
Pleasanton, CA. 94566

Travelers Casualty & Surety Co. of America
Mr. Jeff Olson

3455 S. 344™ Way, Suite 200

Auburn, WA. 98001-9546

Daniel Silverie 111, Inc.

Mr. Daniel Silverie I11

2320 Del Monte Avenue, Suite A-1
Monterey, CA. 93940





