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[image: image2.png]in picture #6, the rim joist is bearing on the top plate that
is cantilevered across the header.

3b. Shown in picture #6, the contractor has installed a
single top plate. This is also not in compliance with detail
20/85.11 revision #3. Also in various locations the
contractor is not in compliance with detail 5/54.06, the
typical plate lap detail that requires: “splice to occur over
stud typical”. An example of this is shown on picture #7.

3c. Mudsill installation and minimum bolting
requirements should raise some major concerns. Picture
#8 shows a condition where an untreated framing
member is in direct contact with the concrete because of
what appears to be improper plating practices.

3d. In pictures #9 & #10 we see a common practice at
this site where top plates are either built up or furred to
achieve the desired elevation. This is not in compliance
with the typical plate lap detail 5/54.06.

3e. Pictures #11 & #12 show a common condition at
the site, where the sole plates are not fully supported. This
added stress on the plate could result in cracking/splitting
the plates.

4. Picture #10 shows a condition where the king stud
support for a header is minimal. The king stud only
extends vertically approximately 3” to the header and
there is no other mechanical connection visible. This does
not meet the requirements established on 13/54.06.

5. In picture #14 it appears that the plumbing
subcontractor was directed to install his rough-in prior to
the installation of the 3”x10” ledger. The excessive





[image: image3.png]Hnited Brotherhood
Tarpenters and Joiners of America
LATHERS UNION LOCAL 68L

8400 ENTERPRISE WAY, ROOM 202 » OAKLAND, CA 94621
(510) 430-1412 =#==- FAX (510) 430-1463

June 3, 2003

City Of Cupertino
Mr. Greg Casteel
10300 Torre Avenue
Cupertino, CA. 95014

Dear Mr. Casteel

We are writing to you in order to express our concern for the
future occupants of the Verona at Cupertino City Center project
(Building #2) located at 20488 Stevens Creek Blvd. The Verona
project appears to be plagued with potential structural defects that
could have catastrophic consequences, especially with the
introduction of seismic forces that our area is prone to encounter.
Some of the issues possibly could stem from improper coordination;
lack of attention to detail; untrained personnel or, simply not
following industry standards or plans and specifications. We have
reviewed the project information on file with the City of Cupertino
and realize that this information may not be complete or current.
We understand that some of these questions can be submitted in
writing and approved by the design team. We are not ICBO
certified inspectors nor do we hold degrees in structural
engineering. We base our questions on construction experience.
Our schedules do not allow us the time to conduct a more thorough
review. Due to the structural nature of these potential issues we ask
that the proper entities look at these issues carefully and, if





[image: image4.png]necessary, ensure that they are corrected. This list is by no means
complete and we have more pictures available upon request.

Items:

la. Show cased in picture #2, numerous anchor bolts
(A/B’s) have been cast in place not meeting the
requirements established on 8/54.06. This detail states
“typical anchor bolt detail requires a minimum of 2-1/2”
from face of concrete.” Although it is hard to see, here is a
case where the A/B’s are placed too close to the face of
concrete and the washers are out side the building line.

1b. Shown in picture #1, the contractor is not in
compliance with the proper construction standards that
require sill plates to be anchored not less that 6” & not
more than 9” from the end of the plate. This condition is
common at this site.

lc. Pictures #3 & #17 show conditions where anchors
were to be installed and the concrete failed. There are no
replacement anchors visible.

2. We are aware that the project had major seismic tie
discrepancies. The connections in pictures #4 & #5 show
what appears to be 3/8” embedded all thread coupled to
3/4” all thread for the seismic tie to the floor above. Has
this tie been reviewed and approved in writing by the
Structural Engineer? Since these all threads were installed
after concrete was poured, they were most likely set in
epoxy. Were they pull tested? Are there records of pull
tests?

3a. Detail 20/S5.11 revision #3; shows the revised detail
for the framing at the typical dropped header. It indicates
solid blocking for the top plates to bear on. As you can see
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[image: image5.png]notching and the layout pattern for the lag bolts appear
not to provide the support that was intended.

6a. Pictures #15 & #17 are other potential quality issues
at the construction site.

6b. Picture #16 shows a potentially dangerous
condition at the site where a unit of lumber is loaded onto
unblocked plywood truss joist. These joists should be
inspected for crush damage. Also shown in the picture is
another example of built up top plates.

7. Pictures #18-#20 show where the subcontractors
installing the fire protection and plumbing did not utilize
the pre-cut “knock outs” that are supplied by the truss
joist manufacturer. These engineered knock outs are
provided at a regular horizontal layout approximately 2”
above the bottom chord of the truss. The subcontractor’s
have re-cut holes directly on top of the bottom chords.
Are these additional bores and their location approved by
the truss joist supplier?

We hope that these issues are fully investigated and the
safety for the citizens of Cupertino is of the highest priority. We
would make ourselves available for discussion. Your response is

requested.

Respectfully,

Rick Bonilla
Field Representative

Carpenters Union
Cell (408) 593-5213





