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April 22, 2003

Public Works Department
Mr. Tom Sharp

809 Center Street, room 201
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

Dear Mr. Sharp:

We are writing to you to ask for your assistance. We are concerned for
the safety of the citizens and visitors of Santa Cruz. We feel that conditions
at the 1010 Pacific Ave. need to be reviewed and if necessary corrected. The
Contractor, Daniel Silverie III, Inc. (DSIII) is not in compliance with the
basic requirements of the encroachment permit. There are also many
common sense hazards that need to be addressed. We do not fully
understand which agency in Santa Cruz has jurisdiction over these matters
and we apologize for any inconvenience that this letter might create for you
or your department. Our intent is to ensure that the general public is
protected during the construction of this development. During the course of
this letter we will be referencing pictures that we have provided. They are
numbered in black ink on the left hand side of the pictures. We have more
pictures available if you request them. In our research we have obtained
copies of the Encroachment Permit that was issued to DSIII on August 15,
2002 with Exhibit “A” & “B”. We are also in possession of the City of Santa
Cruz (Inspection Services) Policy on Pedestrian/Sidewalk Protection during
Construction of Private Projects.

1. Pictures #1-#3 are showing conditions that the pedestrians are
exposed to while walking through the canopy that is erected on
Pacific Ave. There has been no maintenance of the lighting that has
been installed in the canopy. There are numerous electrical shock
hazards with exposed sockets and filaments. Also the contractor has
installed the canopy using a panelized construction method. The
members are secured together using through bolts. These bolts have
not been cut flush. In some cases, the nuts and washers are missing.
The length of the bolts presents a “snag” hazard and the missing




[image: image2.png]hardware could jeopardize the structures integrity. These are not
requirements that are illustrated in the documents that we possess, but
need to be reviewed.

. Pictures #4-#7 once again show conditions with the pedestrian
canopy. Exhibit “B” of the encroachment permit shows a basic
elevation of how the canopy is to be constructed. Some of the
information conflicts with the requirements that are illustrated in the
Inspection Services document. The first issue is the sheathing for the
canopy. Exhibit “B” requires ¥4 CDX plywood to be installed at the
cover but item 6 of the Policy requires a minim of 1-1/8” or two layers
of 2” plywood as long as adequate span support is available. In my
opinion, the height of the new structure that is being constructed
warrants the stricter specifications. The pictures also show the bracing
support that has been installed. The issue is that the bracing doesn’t
meet the requirements established on the Exhibit “B”. The
requirement 1s 8 wide %" CDX brace at 8’ occ. The bracing is
installed at 12°+ and curiously the bracing is not installed from joist to
stud. They are attached to 2X4 cleats face nailed to the wall studs. The
cleats are already showing evidence of pulling away from the walls.
This poses a serious hazard, especially when extra loads are added to
the roof of the structure. The contractor has used this as equipment
storage 1n the past; this is shown in picture #6. If this structure has
been engineered to be utilized as storage my concern is that areas,
such as in picture #7, where the 4X6 header is over spanned, this
should not be loaded.

. As 1n pictures #8 & #9, there are serious hazards associated with the
staging area established on Cathcart Street. The staging area is not
protected from vehicles via “K” rail or bollards. Although this is not
required per the Encroachment Permit, there should be concern for the
construction personnel who are working on the other side of the
fencing. Also the practice of storing material on top of containers,
especially loose material needs to be considered. Load shifting or a
minor vehicular accident would create and even compound, injuries to
motorists and/or pedestrians.

. You can see in pictures #9-#11, that the required signage is not in
place. The signage required is illustrated on Exhibit “A” of the
Encroachment Permit.
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we hope that you will forward this to the proper agency. We are copying this
document to other officials in Santa Cruz and we hope they share our
interest in this development. We appreciate your help. Your response is
requested.

Sincerely,

Ken Peacock
Field Representative
Carpenters Union

Cc:

City of Santa Cruz
Department of Planning and
Community Development
Mr. John Ancic

809 Center Street, Room 206
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Krohn

809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Reilly

809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Sugar

809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060





[image: image4.png]City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Primack
809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Kennedy
809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz
Councilmember Porter

809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

City of Santa Cruz

Mayor Fitzmaurice

809 Center Street, Room 10
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

Daniel Silverie III, Inc.
Mr. Daniel Silerie 111

2320 Del Monte Ave, Suite A-1

Monterey, CA. 93940




