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April 22, 2003

Professional Services Industries, Inc.
Mr. Moe Tavakolin

365 Victor Street, Suite C

Salinas, CA. 93907

Dear Mr. Tavakolin:

I am writing this letter to you as a request for intervention on your
behalf. Your firm is conducting inspection services for the Pacific Investors
Group at 1010 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, California. The project General
Contractor is Daniel Silverie III, Inc. (DSIII) The concrete Subcontractor is
Citiwest Structures (CWS). I am a Field Representative of the Carpenters
Union. Some of my duties include upholding the standards of the industry
that we work in, also ensuring the safety of construction personnel and the
public alike. I have serious concerns for the safety of the construction
personnel working at this site and the future tenants. Although I am not a
certified ICBO inspector and I do not hold a degree in structural engineering,
there are certain standards and practices that must be followed in our
industry. I have reviewed the 2001 California Uniform Building Code
(UBC); Title 24, Part 2, Volume 1. All references to chapters and sections
will apply to the UBC. The practices at this development for the placement
of reinforcing steel, concrete placement, and concrete curing are not per the
standards set in the UBC chapter 19. These practices need to be reviewed by
yourself and the entire construction team to ensure the integrity of the
structure is not compromised. These questionable procedures must not
continue as the work progresses. I have provided photographs to assist you
and have more available upon request. I hope that you will investigate these
issues and if necessary see that corrections are made.




[image: image2.png]1. Asyou can see in pictures #1-#3 there is a need for better quality
assurance. These pictures illustrate improper clearance of the
reinforcing steel. UBC; Chapter 19, section 1907.7.1 specifies
concrete exposed to earth or weather, with #6 bar and greater will
have a minimum of 2’ concrete coverage. Also beam & columns
primary reinforcing; Ties, stirrups, and spirals are to have a minimum
coverage of a 1 2",

2. Pictures #4 & #5 possibly could be explained by not complying to
UBC chapter 19, sections 1905.11 and/or 1906.2.1. The
contractor/subcontractor is only allowing an overnight cure of the
columns. The forms are being stripped the next morning and I have
not witnessed application of curing compound to the “green” vertical
concrete yet. Also per the UBC; removal of forms, section 1906.2.1
the concrete to be exposed by form removal shall have sufficient
strength not to be damaged by removal operations.

3. Pictures #6-#8 show what I consider to be the largest issue. Members
of the construction team are placing the concrete for the structural
columns on the ground level of the buildings. They are placing the
concrete without the use of a hose and are dropping the concrete what
appears to be 14+ feet. This could explain the separation of the mix,
the accumulation of aggregates at the base of the shear walls and
columns. I have witnessed this method at the site on more than one
occasion at the ground floor but I was not present during the
construction of the parking levels.

I realize the duties and responsibilities of your staff are to observe work,
report nonconforming items and furnish reports. Today I reviewed about two
dozen field reports that are on file at the Santa Cruz Building Department.
They do not mention the items that I have listed above. I am sure this is an
incomplete list and your inspectors may have already addressed these issues.
In your capacity you are limited to observing and reporting. This is why I am
copying this letter to the other agencies involved with the project. I feel that
the construction team needs to conduct a serious investigation of the work in
place. Given the fact that this development is in an area that is prone to
catastrophic seismic activity, the loads that will bear on these ground floor
columns, these issues need to be reviewed and if necessary corrected.
Concern for public safety is paramount and has to be of our highest priority.

Your reply is requested. Feel free to contact me at (650) 222-5489
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Cc: Pacific Union Apartments
Mr. Christopher Garwood
P.O. Box 69 ,

Carmel by the Sea, CA. 93921

R.L. Davidson Inc.

Mr. Herman Evaristo
2416 W. Shaw, Suite #114
Fresno, CA. 93711

Biggs, Cardosa & Associates, Inc.
Mr. Jamey D. Wylie

5260 N. Palm, Suite #130

Fresno, CA. 93704

Department of Planning and Community Development
Mr. John Ancic

809 Center Street, Room #206

Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

Daniel Silverie III, Inc.

Mr. Daniel Silverie 111

2320 Del Monte Ave, Suite A-1
Monterey, CA. 93940




